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a CONFIDENTIAL aa 


BOMBS ON TOULON - 28 APRIL 1944 


Air Operations in the campaign against southern France began as early as 
28 April 1944 when heavy bombers attacked Toulon. 


BOMBS ON SOUTHERN FRANCE - BETWEEN 28 APRIL and 10 AUGUST 1944 


Between that time and 10 August, when the preliminary air phase started, MAA 
flew more than 6,000 sorties and dropped 12,500 tons of bombs on southern France. 
There was a variety of reasons for these attacks: normal anti-U-boat and anti- 
Inftwaffe, interdiction of supply lines into Italy and smashing French marshaling 
yards. More than 25% of the sorties were specifically designed to aid the coming 
assault on southern France; the remainder rendered indirect cooperation for that 
asseult and direct cooperation with the Normandy attack... Heaviest tonnage was 
dropped on lines of commmnication; next heaviest on ports, industry and air- 
fields in that order...In addition to the extensive military damage, the long 
series of sporadic attacks helped to cloak the Allied assault plan by preventing 
the planned preliminary air phase from being immediately evident as such when 

it began on 10 August. 


COUNTER AIR OPERATIONS - MARSEILLE AREA 


During the last five days of Phase I three tasks were assigned to the air 
forces: (1) counter air operations by Strategic in the Marseille arefece 


SAME - TOULOUSE AREA 

e« « « the Toulouse area . . « 

SAME . UDINE AREA 

eeeand the Udine area... 

SAME - PO VALLEY 

e e eam by Tactical in the Po Valley. 
BOMBS OVER RAIL LINE 


(2) Interdiction of commnications, with Strategic taking the rail line 
Valence-Grenable-Montmelian-Modane aniese 


BOMBS OVER RAIL BRIDGES 


« « « Tactical the rail bridges across the Rhone south of Valence as well as 
its regular operational areas in northern Italy. 


BOMBS OVER TOULON WATERS 
And third, anti-U-boat operations, chiefly in Toulon waters, by Strategic. 
SUB-TITLE 
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UNE AVE LLAL 


Es PHASE II % 


(D MINUS 5 TO 0350 (H) HOURS D-DAY) 


BOMBERS 


Beginning 10 August a new set of assignments took priority over the three 
tasks of Phase I which, however, continued to be Air Force responsibilities. 


STRIKES 


Phase II called for the neutralization of the main coastal batteries and radar 
stations on the assault area and the harrassing of coastal —- =— ty. 
heavy bombing without jeopardizing tactical surprise. es din. adra < 


ANIMATION 


In connection with the deception plan, attacks on the invasion area were to 

be screened by similar offensive action against identical targets in four 
coastal localities between Via Reggio and Beziers. By alternating and scattering 
the intense bombing effort among these four areas it was hoped to maintain the 
fiction of a false attack and conceal the true Allied intent until about H minus 
16 hours. 


ANIMATION 


Effective sorties total 5,408, 6,740 tons of bombs were dropped —- 4,451 
by Strategic, the remainder by Tactical. We lost 50 aircraft -» 15 heavies, 
4 mediums, 2 patrol bombers and 29 fighters or fighter-bombers. 


SUBTITLE 


PHASE III 
(B-HOUR D-DAY TO H-HOUR D-DAY) 


& 


ANIMATION 


The purpose of Phase III: "fo cause the maximum destruction to enemy coastal 
and beach defenses utilizing all available forces"...The planned schedule of 
attack: from 0550 to 0610 -~-small formations, each of 4 fighter-bombers, would 
patrol the assault area and silence any gums seen firing...from 0610 to 0730-~ 
small formations of heavy medium and fighter-bombers would repeatedly attack 
and destroy selected gun positiéns...from 0635 to 07%0--small formations of 
fighter-bombers would attack selected gun positions...from 0700 to 0730=—- 
formations of medium and heavy bombers would carry out heavy attacks on the 
assault beaches to destroy beach defenses and underwater obstacles ... Beaches 
were to be bombed over their whole length and to a depth of 400 yards, the 
pattern commencing 75 yards to seaward. All aircraft were assigned rigid lanes 
of approach to the assault area. To avoid damage to friendly naval craft, no 
beach bombing runs were allowed at an angle greater than 45° to the beach~line. 


BOMBS 


Bomb loadings for beach attacks were fragmentation. . « 
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ithe GONE iwecuNTIAL 
BOBS 
eoeand demolition, instantaneously fused; and 
BOMBS 
for gun positions, lerge demolition bombs with short delay fuzing were used. 
DAWN, D-DAY 
Dawn of D-Day found the beach area overcast. Because of the limitation of PIF 
attack in the interest of safety for our surface forces, some of the heavy sorties 
were noneffective. 


BOMBS THROUGH BREAK IN CLOUDS - D-Day 


The remainder used PFF technique or found an occasional hole in the overcast 
which permitted visual attack, 


MEDIUMS FLYING THROUGH OVERCASH, D-Day 
A large percentage of the medium effort was likewise frustrated. 
ANIMATION 


All told, in Phase III, MAAF dispatched 959 sorties of which 610 were effective, 
dropped 774 tons of bombs, lost 2 heavies, 3 mediums and 1 fighter-bomber, 


EIGHTH AIR FORCE BOMBERS ON WAY TO DIJON - 14 AUGUST 1944 


The Highth Air Force was placed on call to aid the MAAF, tut actually its help 
was not needed, and attacks were made Dy it éc6e 


EIGHTH AIR FORCE BOMBS ON GERMAN AIRFIELD, DIJON AREA - 14 AUGUST 1944 

eseonly on 14 August against German airfields in the Dijon area, 

ANIMATION ” 

Following this heavy aerial preparation, commandos and paratroopers landed on 
D minus 1 to silence batteries on the Hyeres Isles which dominated the Ste 
Tropez beaches, and to cut the one coastal highway at each end of the projected 
beach-head area...Then came the main assault at H-Hour by 3 U. §. divisions and 
& glider-borne task force, 


TROOPS ASSAULTING BREACH — D-DAY, H*HOUR, 


So highly satisfactory were the results of the preparatory air operations despite 
the weather, that the assauit divisions... 


GLIDERS LANDING - D_DAY, H-HOUR 


eooand the glider-borne task force met virtually no opposition, 
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TROOPS MOVING UP BEACH 
MORE TROOPS LEAVING LANDING BARGES 


Nevel and Army Commanders attributed their successes and small losses 
largely to the effect produced by Air Force operations during the periods 
prior to D-Day and on D-Day itself, 


TROOPS MOVING UP BEACHES 
SUB-TITIE 


PHASE IV 
(FOLLOWING H-HOUR) 


BOMBS ON ENEMY GROUND DEFENSE 


The air plan which went into effect immediately following H-Hour followed 
the normal procedure of air cooperation with ground advance: first, to 
cause maximum destruction of defenses in the assault area... 


BOMBS ON BRIDGE 


Second, to isolate the battlefield by destroying the remaining rail and road 
bridges across the Rhone and other rivers... 


AIR ATTACK ON EVEMY TROOP MOVEMENT 

And third, to attack enemy troop movements. 

D-DAY - HEAVY AIR ACTIVITY 

D-Day witnessed the mightiest air effort ever put out in a single day in the 
Mediterranean: 4,249 effective sorties, of which 3,936 participated in the 
ground attack, Allied air supremacy was so complete that the German Air Force 
could be virtually forgotten... 

GERMAN PLANES IN AIR ~ D-DAY 

The Iuftwaffe flew but 60 sorties on D-Day and 70 in D plus 1. 


ME 109*s IN FLIGHT 


The only German reinforcements brought up were 30 ME 109*s from Italy, and the 
eneny's fighter force still was.. 


— 


ME 109 SHOT DOWN (GSAP) 


e-outterly incapable of interfering with the Allies or protecting its own troops 
or bases. 
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* CONFIDENT: ® 
INVASION CONVOYS IN AJACCIO HARBOR - FROM AIR - 12 AUGUST 1944 


Although German reconnaissance undoubtedly had spotted the invasion convoys 
in Ajaccio harbor on the morning of the 12th, its other successes were 
inconspicuous: 


GERMAN BOMBING OPERATIONS - 15-19 AUGUST 

Small forces of JU-88's hit shipping and ground targets with poor results 
on the 15th through the 19th --and by the end of the week the German bomber 
force had to be moved back to the Iyon area, 

BOMBS FALIING FROM U.S, BOMBER 


German communications were badly broken: at the end of the first week of the 
invasion...e 


BOMBS ON RAIL BRIDGE OVER RHONE 
AL eek 

- only, one of the 6 railway bridges across the Rhone were down. 

SEVENTH ARMY 
Best indication of the success of the many air operations was the swift 
advance of the Seventh Army. By D plus 7 there was no question of the 

success of the invasion. 
ANIMATION 
Not only had the beach-head been secured, but Toulon was surrounded, Marseille 
almost surrounded, and armored forces were heading rapidly for Iyon from the 
Rhone below Valence. Complete conquest of southern France was only a matter of 
time. 
DEVERS 
And on 21 August, Lt. Gen. Jacob Ll, Devers, Deputy Commander of AFHQ, wrote to: 
EAKER 
It. Gen. Ira ©. Eaker, Air Commander-in-Chief... 
CANNON 
Maj. Gen. John K, Cannon, Commander of the Tactical Air Force, 
TWINING 

Gen. Nathan F, Twining, 

SAVILLE 


ti. Bri n. Gordon P. Saville, commander of the XII Tactical Air Command, 
yOu” * Yow oor (portion + oli hal winds 
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OPERATIONS 
DURING THE 
SECOND WEEK 


ANIMATION 


Fanning out westward and northwerd, the Seventh Army captured Toulon and 
Marseille in the westward drive and simltaneously pushed two separate 

forces northward almost as far as Iyon. One of these spearheads advanced 
directly north to Lake Grenoble; the other cut across the Rhone below Valence, 
then turned down the river to Montelimar and up toward Iyon. Forward elements 
of American troops were reported on the Swiss border and others probing east- 
ward had come up against German defenses of the approaches to Italy through 

the Alpine passes. Meanwhile French Forces of the Interior had seized Toulouse, 
cleared Haute Savoie and mopped up German remnants in dozens of isolated lo- 
calities. = 


ANIMATION 

MAAF continued to operate in accordance with the Phase IV plan. Weak op- 
position allowed complete withdrawal of Strategic Air Force...and since the 
Mediterranean coast was virtually cleared of the enemy, Coastal's participation 
was only slight -- 614 sorties during the week. 


TACTICAL AIR FORCE ACTION - SECOND WEEK 


Almost the entire burden of the air operation rested with Tactical Air Force 
which flew 3,299 effective sorties and dropped 1,907 tons of bombs, approxi~ 


\ mately evenly divided between enemy concentrations and lines of communication. 


TAP FIGHTER-BOMBER ACTION - SECOND WEEK, 


At this point it became apparent that further widespread destruction of rail 
and road communications might well be a greater disadvantage to our ow swiftly 
advancing forces than to the retreating and partly disorganized enemy. The aim 
of our attack was changed to the blocking of enemy escape routes rather than 
the cutting of lines of supply. This meant that our pattern of attack changed 
from medium bombers hitting major bridges to fighter-bombers attacking minor 
road and rail bridges immediately ahead of the retreating German forces, 


ANIMATION — 

As the front rapidly moved away from the beach-head area it became increasingly 
difficult to keep pace with the advance from bases in Corsica. Plans for the 
development of operational fields in France were expedited, 


NEW FIELDS IN FRAWE 


By the end of the week six fields, some of them nothing more than landing 


15 


CONFIDENTIAL 


137. 


138. 


strips cut through vineyards, were operational and substantial elements 
hed made the shift from Corsica to the mainland. These included 3 U. S. 
P-47 groups, 1 RAF Spitfire TR squadron, and 1 U. S. P-51 observation 
squadrone 


GERMANS 


Though still far from beaten, the enemy was disorganized, desperate, 
confusedly retreating. 


ARNOLD 
From the Commanding General came a message of warm commendation to all 


AAF units participating in the campaign for their contribution to the 
over-all success against the enemy in southern France, 
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